
                                     
 

Tips for Using the Kill-a-Watt Device 
 
READ THE INSTRUCTIONS provided by the device manufacturer, printed on the other side of this sheet. 
 
The Kill-a-Watt cannot be used to measure Direct Current appliances, such as hot tubs, ceiling fans, and 
whole-house air conditioners. Only use it on Alternate Current appliances such as refrigerators, 
televisions and computers (see enclosed tracking sheet for many more examples). 
 
When measuring portable heaters, only measure using the low and medium settings. Using the Kill-a-
Watt on the high setting might break the device. 
 
For large appliances, consider using a small extension cord to make the appliance-device-socket 
connection. This is not required, but will make it easier to read the Kill-a-Watt screen. 
 
If you suspect an appliance might be impacted by location (i.e., a refrigerator in line with a window), 
then measure it on sunny and cloudy days for comparison. 
 
To determine if your refrigerator or freezer has sufficient airflow, measure the power consumption 
before and after clearing items off of the top of the appliance or pulling it out from the wall slightly. If 
the power consumption drops after the clearing/pulling out, this indicates that it performs better with 
less blockage. 
 
Record your data on the included sheet, then enter it into the Excel spreadsheet provided on the 
enclosed CD (you will need to save the Excel file to your own computer first). The equations to 
determine annual usage are already programmed into the spreadsheet, though you will also need to 
enter the rate per kilowatt hour as shown on your most recent electric bill. Entering the data is 
completely optional, but doing so will help you determine how much each appliance costs you to 
operate on a monthly basis. 
 
When you return the Kill-a-Watt to the Library, please include this laminated sheet, the CD and the 
instruction packet. The hard copy of the spreadsheet is yours to keep. 
 
The City of Wheaton is able to make these devices available to residents free of charge thanks to the 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant issued by the U.S. Department of Energy, funded by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
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Congratulations on your purchase of the Kill A Watt™ Power Meter. Cared for properly, this unit will provide you 
with years of service. 

1. The LCD shows all meter readings: Volts, Current, Watts, Frequency, Power Factor, and VA. The unit 
will start to accumulate KWH and powered duration time (hour) after power is applied. 

2. Press Volt Key for true RMS Voltage (Volts) display. 

3. Press Amp Key for true RMS output current (Amps) display. 

4. The Watt/VA Key is a toggle function key. Press the Watt/VA key once to display Watt meter, then press 
key to display VA meter. The LCD will display Watts as the active power, where VA is the apparent 
Power. (VA=Vrms Arms) 

5. The HZ/PF is a toggle function key. Press the HZ/PF key once to display the frequency (Hertz), then 
press key to display the Power Factor. HZ is the Frequency of output Voltage, where PF is the Power 
Factor (PF=W/Vrms Arms). 

6. The KWH/Hour is a toggle function key. Press the KWH/Hour key once to show the cumulative energy 
consumption since power was applied to the unit. Then press key to display the cumulative time since 
power was applied to the unit. 

7. Consumption will be displayed in Kilowatt-Hours (from 0.01 KWH to 9999 KWH). Time will initially be 
displayed as Hours:Minutes (from 00:00) and switch to Hours (to 9999). Counters will recyle to zero 
when they reach their maximum. To reset, remove power from unit momentarily. 

WARNING: Do not exceed maximum ratings as detailed on label. 
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P3 INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 

LIMITED WARRANTY 
P3 INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION ("P3") warrants to the original retail purchaser 
only, that its product is free from defects in material or workmanship under the condition 
of normal use and service for a period of six (6) months from the date of purchase.  In 
the event that a defect, malfunction or failure occurs or is discovered during the warranty 
period, P3 will repair or replace at its option the product or component part(s) which shall 
appear in the reasonable judgment of P3 to be defective or not to factory specifications.  
A product requiring service is to be returned to P3 along with the sales receipt or other 
proof of purchase acceptable to P3 and a statement describing the defect or malfunction.  
All transportation costs shall be borne by the owner and the risk of loss shall be upon the 
party initiating the transportation.  All items repaired or replaced thereunder shall be 
subjected to the same limited warranty for a period of six (6) months from the day P3 
ships the repaired or replaced product.  The warranty does not apply to any product that 
has been subject to misuse, tampering, neglect, or accident or as a result of unauthorized 
alterations or repairs to the product.  This warranty is void if the serial number (if any) 
has been removed, altered, or defaced.  This warranty is in lieu of all warranties 
expressed or implied, including the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a 
particular purpose which are expressly excluded or disclaimed.  P3 shall not be 
responsible for consequential, incidental or other damages, and P3 expressly excludes 
and disclaims liability for any damages resulting from the use, operation, improper 
application, malfunction or defeat of any P3 product covered by this limited warranty. P3's 
obligation is strictly and exclusively limited to the replacement or repair of any defective 
product or component part(s).  Some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of 
incidental or consequential damages, so the above limitation or exclusion may not apply 
to you.  P3 does not assume or authorize anyone to assume for it any other obligation 
whatsoever.  Some states do not allow limitation on how long an implied warranty lasts, 
so the above limitations may not apply to you. It is the owner/user's responsibility to 
comply with local, state, or federal regulations, if any, that may pertain to P3 products or 
their use.  This warranty gives you specific legal rights, and you may also have other 
rights which vary from state to state. 

If you experience difficulty in the operation of your unit, or if your 
unit requires repair please contact: 

P3 INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
71 West 23rd Street 
Suite 1201 
New York, NY 10010-4102 
Tel: 212-741-7289 
Fax: 212-741-2288 
 
Email: techsupport@p3international.com 
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